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were that it tended to lessen tlie influence of the Patels and disorganize the system of: village government, the value of winch, had lately been rated so highly. It would also entail 011 the Collector a great deal of inquiry into details; but, if farming gave less trouble, it was because the Collector neglected those very inquiries which formed an important part of his duty. It certainly exposed Government to a greater risk of loss of revenue than farming; but if this loss were not so great as to derange the finances generally, it was better that Government should suffer than the ryot. The narvA system, where the Patidars (sharers) were numerous, had many of the advantages of the rayatvu/ri without risk of loss to Government, as the ryots were guarded against over-exaction by being able to move away to other villages. The inconvenience of it was that; as long as one sharer was badly off, the revenue of the others could not be raised, however much their circumstances might have improved; and, on the other hand, remission could not be granted to a sharer in disti'ess, because all the rest had a right to participate in what was given. It provided safeguards against over-assessment under a rapacious Government, but was also a bar to the just claims of the State.
On the whole, the Minute gave a preference to leases to Patels to the exclusion of strangers. The terms of the leases should be moderate, and the payments of each ryot fixed with simplicity and at a low rate. They might be given for five years, if security were given for payment of a heavy penalty if the villages were not found iu prosperous condition at the expiration of the leases. Under such conditions the only profit to the Patel would bo from the cultivation of new land, and he would be answerable for the ryots' defaults. A modification of this plan might be to settle with each ryot for five years, and to farm out the %vaste lands to bho Patels. These proposals applied to wnja (simple) villages,, and in. Narva or Pdtidari villages leases might also be given for similar periods, aft:,T the liability of alienated limds to assessment had been inquired into and disposed of. In the meanwhile there was no objection to the grant of itth'cvd or gradually increasing leases in villages enpable of improvement by fresh cultivation, in which success would depend on introducing new cultivators. These would be safe from ill-treatment for the first few years, and